TO: The Honorable Congressman or Congresswoman _______________
(EMAIL AND SEND TO A DISTRICT OFFICE)

(Find your Senator @ www.senate.gov)
Dear Senator __________________, 

I am writing to ask you for your help with two bills, S. 1605 A bill to amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to protect and preserve access of Medicare beneficiaries in rural areas to health care providers under the Medicare program, and for other purposes and S. 1893 An original bill to amend title XXI of the Social Security Act to reauthorize the State Children's Health Insurance Program, and for other purposes. 
S. 1605 includes language which would require Medicare to compensate Marriage and Family Therapists and Mental Health Counselors, but omits Masters Degreed Psychologists. S. 1893 does not currently include such language, but its companion bill in the House, H.R. 3162 does.  I believe that the omission of Masters Degreed Psychologists and equivalent titles would be a great injustice to this group of professionals who have at least the same level of training as the Mental Health Counselors and Marriage and Family Therapists.  

The exclusion of Masters Degreed Psychologists would also deprive elderly and disabled citizens throughout the US of ready access to mental health providers.    Masters Degreed Psychologists are licensed in many states to provide independent psychological services, and they are recognized and employed by major insurance plans. 
I appreciate the strong support you have shown in the past for mental health issues and hope that we can count on your support for this issue.  If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me.

Thank you for your time.
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